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f Dealing with Distressed Real Estate
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in Today’s Uncertain Times



Book Review

The Story of Georgia’s
Boundaries:

A Meeting of History and Geography
by William J. Morton, M.D., J.D., Georgia History Press, 159 pages
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e Story of Georgia's Boundaries is a detailed

analysis of the evolution of the bound-

ary lines of Georgia written by William |.
Morton. While this book focuses on the development
of the present boundaries of Georgia, it also presents a
brief history of the state. As Morton notes, in order to
understand the development of Georgia's boundaries,
one must go back to the earliest period of European
exploration. These explorers often came in conflict with
the Native Americans who were no doubt perplexed to
find out that they had been “discovered.”

When Georgia’s charter was initially granted by
King George 1, the boundaries of the state were

Vieelin
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what was then perceived to be the headwaters of the 7
Altamaha and Savannah Rivers west to South Seas,
i.e., the Pacific Ocean. From this rather audacious
start, Georgia began to take shape. During much

of the colonial period, the colony served as a buf-
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fer between territory claimed by
Spain and France and the more
populated and prosperous English
colonies to the north. Georgia's
boundaries changed during this
period but, as Morton points out,
such changes had no appreciable
effect since the area was largely
unexplored by Europeans.
Morton then goes on to discuss
the effect of the period surround-
ing the Revolutionary War on the
delineation of Georgia’s boundar-
ies. It is interesting to note how lit-
tle was known about the interior of
much of what became the United
States. This is especially true of
the land west of the Appalachians
as well as most of Georgia. Early
settlement of the western part of
Georgia, which was later to become
most of Mississippi and Alabama,
was driven more by profitand land
speculation than anything else.
The first attempt to precisely
define one of the boundaries of
Georgia dealt with the Beaufort
Convention of 1787 in which the

boundary with South Carolina was
supposedly established. Of course,
even this early attempt was sub-
ject to later litigation and was not
finally resolved until 1999,

Morton goes on to discuss many
intriguing situations and char-
acters involved in establishing
Georgia’s boundaries including the
early surveyors Andrew Ellicott
and James Camak, Montgomery's
Corner, the Yazoo land fraud and
the first Walton County, which
led to an altercation between
residents of Georgia and North
Carolina that became known as the
“Walton War.”

It is these early surveys thal
have created problems that until
recent times did not seem to be
important. However, now with
water supply issues brought
about by the recent drought and
court decisions, the fact that the
location of Georgia's northern
boundary has apparently been in
error is of significant importance.
Disputes between not only South

Carolina, as described above, but
also Alabama, Florida and now
Tennessee are part of this histori-
cal record.

This book will place the dis-
putes in proper historical con-
text and, although not disposi-
tive of the ultimate resolution
on terms favorable to Georgians,
will at least explain how our
boundaries have come to exist
in fact even though the factual
boundaries conflict with those
that were originally established.
It will be of interest not only
to real estate practitioners but
a much wider audience given
recent developments in the on-
going litigation between Georgia
and its neighbors. iy

Robert J. Stubbs is
the editor-in-chief of
the Georgia Bar
Journal. He can be
reached at rstubbs@
tishmanspeyer.com.
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= Mediation and Deposition Rooms
24-Hour Access to Offices

Complete Receptionist Services
with Intelligent Assistant

= Copy, Scan, Fax, Internet Access
= Private Locked Mailbox
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What | needed was a place that could provide me some services
and space from time to time. Intelligent Office is nicely presented.
> The representatives are very professional and personable.

Intelligent Office

—

Steve Barnett - Barnett Law Offices, PC.

TRY US FREE
For One Month*

*Dine Month Free Virwal Recepdon Service Offor valid
for all GAJAdant Bar Members.
This is a ZERD cost evaluation,

Mo Setup Fees required,

Why Settle for any Virtual Office...
When You Can Have an Intelligent Office"?

For more information or to schedule a tour of our Roswell or Atlanta location,

call 678-353-3200 or visit www.ioatlanta.com.
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